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IKE HIE predecossors, Presi

dent Barack Obami Imrﬂﬁ
overed mmmltvcnllnsu.
he too-often-denigratid insti

utions that offer a first chance

celebrating, though wary:
+ provisian that requires quan-
itative benchmarks on their
srogress. Bul the headling wiit-
] ha\ru moved on to helth
sare and housing prices; the
president has gone from speak-
ng at Michigan's Macamh Coms»
minity Gollege Lo sharing a

CAPI'I‘AL

Risks and Rewards in Push to Boost Community College

beer at the White House with
the Harvard professor and Cam-
britge, Mass, cop.

Yet details of his American
Groduntion 1nitiative offor a

mchtumu.hum
potential to produee the
chaqa'nnwlﬁehhemmnﬂly

with 5o many promises.
Emmu a great exam-

tary uf education, and wmld*be
sehool reformers who camp be-
fore him bs that he has $100 bil-
lion to spend on K-12,

My, Ubama offors lofty
man-on-the-moon gools: The
1.5: will otice again have the
mm;huﬂmnmrfoﬂ of rollege

tes in the world by

But even he doesn'l have
enough money to finance that.
8¢ he proposes a competition,
a5 lie has for K-12 money. A bill
likely to pass the Houss soon
Iny3 out a long st of eriferia
that the Education and Labor
departments wre to use in de-

Mr. Obama's spending, 15 to use
maney to spur innovation and
to devote tupayer dollars to
the most prnmm avenues,
rather than Anancing old wiys
of doing things.

1t sounls good. And no
doubt community colleges
could use the money: Their en-
rollments are rising; thelr bud-
gets are‘;: They remain
among the most important es-
calutors of social mobility, Bt
alot depends an how the col-
leges use the money, Taking
federal money to do moreof
the snme wm It. e

“Doing in -
sence of jobs isn't very praeti-
col,” says Macomb's president,
James Jacabs. “We need 1o
play o role in job creation,
which means lemﬂf work-

vats sector.”

Ing with the p Mr. Ji-
cobs’s college in February
launched & joint ventuns with
‘Talascend LLC, a staffing fitm,
t teach 45 |aid-off aute design-

ers, experlenced In ﬂﬂﬂiﬁn

dwsw'shn
hpledwiﬂ:. the credit crunch
andl fall inollm‘icel,nm-
lnlnde;rdﬂnmmmm
growth if skilled workers ue
mp‘;wﬁ-..

in San Dimas, Calif, with her

husband, signed up three years:
ago and is A happy eustomer:
“They matle sure we were not
gatting fraining Just to put
down on 3 plece of paper” she
says, “A small company like
aurs never mldhmfeundm
stood what dnﬂm!ullqris
put there without

Iy the past three years, the
machining company has gone
fram 13 employees to 30 dnd
miwved from a 8,000-square-

promise in Mr.

will use the well,
therein lies political Hsk.
Muny Americans are skepti-

e Insurance Co,

g:muumwwmw
L A0% say they wan't and
23% say they won't moke any

Tal

difference. And when offered

spending, some will be waste
Seandul undl ensily ridieuled
abuse of taxpayer money are
inevitable. Conservatives poi
that out daily, The president
has yet to figure out o way 4
prepare the publie for tomor
row's embarmissing headline
which could discredit his am
tious initintives:

it took the Pentagon alot
tme tp recover from the 188
$600-tollet-seat story,

Write to e at eapital @wal.com
Discuss 4 Wil comypapital

ascend



